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ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon.

——————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H. RES. 970, INSISTING DEPART-
MENT OF JUSTICE COMPLY WITH
REQUESTS AND SUBPOENAS

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 115-791) on the
resolution (H. Res. 971) providing for
consideration of the resolution (H. Res.
970) insisting that the Department of
Justice fully comply with the requests,
including subpoenas, of the Permanent
Select Committee on Intelligence and
the subpoena issued by the Committee
on the Judiciary relating to potential
violations of the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Act by personnel of the
Department of Justice and related
matters, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2019

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 964 and rule
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in
the Committee of the Whole House on
the state of the Union for the further
consideration of the bill, H.R. 6157.

Will the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. LEWIS) kindly resume the chair.

O 1758
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the bill (H.R.
6157) making appropriations for the De-
partment of Defense for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2019, and for
other purposes, with Mr. LEWIS of Min-
nesota (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose earlier today,
amendment No. 21 printed in House Re-
port 115-785 offered by the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. LANGEVIN) had
been disposed of.

AMENDMENT NO. 22 OFFERED BY MS. ESTY OF

CONNECTICUT

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 22 printed
in House Report 115-785.

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Chair-
man, I have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Page 75, line 12, after the dollar amount,
insert “(increased by $2,000,000)"’.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 964, the gentlewoman
from Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Connecticut.
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Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in support of my amend-
ment which would increase funding for
the Department of Defense’s Sexual As-
sault Prevention and Response pro-
grams.

The men and women of our Armed
Forces sacrifice a great deal to serve
our country. When they enlist, they do
so knowing that they may be sent into
violent and dangerous situations to
confront an adversary. What they do
not sign up for is the violence of being
sexually assaulted by one of their own
fellow servicemembers.

We need to do better by all those who
wear the uniform. I am encouraged
that the Department of Defense has es-
tablished Sexual Assault Prevention
and Response program to prevent these
crimes from occurring, and to ensure
that victims have the resources they
need to recover should an incident
occur.

But the number of servicewomen and
-men who experience sexual assault in
the military remains staggering. Last
year alone, the Department of Defense
received over 6,750 reports of sexual as-
sault involving servicemembers. Mean-
while, DOD estimates that only one in
three servicemembers who experience a
sexual assault file a report.

Clearly, sexual assault remains a se-
rious issue in the Armed Forces. With
over 1 million Active-Duty troops, and
over 800,000 serving in the Guard and
Reserves at installations all over the
world, sexual assault prevention and
response programs require our full sup-
port and funding. We must provide the
best possible care and resources for our
servicemembers who are dutifully and
honorably serving and defending the
United States.

That is why my amendment would
increase funding for these worthwhile
and vital programs, to ensure that they
are there when servicemembers need
them.

I urge all of my colleagues to support
this important amendment, and I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Chair, I rise in
opposition to the amendment, but I am
not opposed to the amendment.

The Acting CHAIR. Without objec-
tion, the gentlewoman from Texas is
recognized for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Ms. GRANGER. Mr. Chair, sexual as-
sault remains a serious problem in the
military and one that we must con-
tinue to be addressing. The Depart-
ment has implemented a number of
measures to prevent and reduce sexual
assault incidents, prosecute perpetra-
tors, and better respond to victims. De-
spite this, there is still more to be
done.

This bill provides $318 million, which
is $35 million above the President’s re-
quest for Sexual Assault Prevention
and Response programs at the service
level and at the Department of Defense
Sexual Assault Prevention and Re-
sponse program office.

I agree that this is a critical issue
that requires attention at the highest
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level. All of the military services must
continue to address incidents of sexual
assault and make clear that the mili-
tary has zero tolerance for such behav-
ior.

Mr. Chair, I am pleased to accept the
amendment, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. ESTY of Connecticut. Mr. Chair,
I want to thank the gentlewoman for
her support and the support of the
committee as well as the Rules Com-
mittee in moving forward this impor-
tant amendment.

Mr. Chair, I urge my colleagues to
support the amendment, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tlewoman from Connecticut (Ms.
EsTY).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 23 printed
in House Report 115-785.

AMENDMENT NO. 24 OFFERED BY MR. FOSTER

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 24 printed
in House Report 115-785.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chair, I have an
amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

At the end of the bill (before the short
title), insert the following:

SEC. . None of the funds made available
by this Act may be used for the procure-
ment, the deployment, or the research, de-
velopment, test, and evaluation of a space-
based ballistic missile intercept layer.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 964, the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. FOSTER) and a Mem-
ber opposed each will control 5 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Chairman, my
straightforward amendment would pro-
hibit the misguided use of taxpayer
dollars to attempt to develop a space-
based missile defense intercept layer.

As the Chair knows, the Senate-
passed version of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019
tasks the Missile Defense Agency with
developing such a concept.

Mr. Chairman, we have been here be-
fore. The idea of a space-based inter-
cept layer has gone in and out of fash-
ion for the last 30 years, ever since
President Reagan called for defending
the United States against a massive
first strike by developing a Strategic
Defense Initiative system, commonly
known as Star Wars.

But every time technologically com-
petent outside experts have looked at
this space-based concept, they deem it
unworkable, impossibly expensive, vul-
nerable to simple countermeasures,
easy for an opponent to destroy, easy
to overwhelm with a small number of
enemy missiles, or all of the above.

In fact, the former Director of the
Missile Defense Agency, Admiral
Syring said in 2016, that he had:
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